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Purpose

To consider and approve the amended Fees & Charges contained in this 
report and appendix.

Recommendation

That the Council approve the Fees and Charges referred to in the report and 
appendix for implementation from 1 January 2021 unless stated otherwise.

1.0 Background

1.1 Fees and Charges were last reviewed and updated at the Council 
meeting in October 2019.

2.0 Report

2.1 Fees and Charges are an important source of revenue that are largely 
within the Council’s control and reduce the burden falling on the 
General Fund and council tax payers.

2.2 A Fees and Charges review has been undertaken as part of the Budget 
process for 2021/22.  This review has taken place in the context of the 
Covid-19 emergency and the impact this has had on the Borough and, 
in particular, on its local businesses and economy.  

2.3 The proposed Fees and Charges are set out in the appendix to this 
report. The proposals have been guided by the following principles:
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 Those fees which are particularly business facing should be 
frozen at 2020 levels with no increases (e.g. for inflation). This 
proposal will impact fees associated with:

o Market Trading
o Taxi Licensing 
o Other forms of Licensing (such as premises licenses)

 A new (temporary) Pavement Licence has been introduced to 
allow the licence holder to place removable furniture over certain 
highways adjacent to the premises, the licence may remain in 
place for a year but not beyond 30 September 2021. This is a 
temporary measure to support businesses while social 
distancing measures remain in place.  

 We will remove entirely any fees for medical car-park permits for 
local GP surgeries as a gesture to recognise the important work 
that local NHS workers do in the Borough;

 Fees associated with use of Gosport Borough Council (GBC) 
sports pitches to also be frozen at 2020 levels given the lack of 
sports activity achieved in 2020 from March onwards and the 
reduced subscriptions that local sports clubs will have achieved;

 We will also freeze our waste charges associated with the 
removal of bulk waste and also the provision of wheeled bins, 
given many residents faced significant challenges in 2020 to 
dispose of waste material due to the lockdown; and

 All other charges we will increase in line with inflation, which is 
currently 2.6% RPI to March 2020.  The final exception is 
charges for CCTV footage requests (from Insurance 
organisations) where the charge should be £126 (including 
VAT).  The Fees book from last year showed a charge of £105, 
erroneously net of VAT rather than including VAT, which 
equates to £126.

2.4 The table below outlines an estimate of the financial impact of these 
proposals.  This is based on the charge levels that were approved in 
October 2019 for 2020 and what income was subsequently budgeted 
for this financial year.  Actual income levels for both the rest of 2020 
and 2021 could fluctuate materially as a consequence of other factors; 
notably following the Covid-19 lockdown.  Therefore, these estimates 
are a guide to what might happen and will be closely monitored if the 
proposals in this paper are agreed.
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Fee & Charge Current 
charge

Proposed % 
changes

Proposed 
new charge

Potential 
impact 

FY2021/22
Market 
trading

As detailed 
in appendix

0% As detailed 
in appendix

£1000 loss 
of income 
by not 
applying 
RPI to 
current 
charge

Licensing As detailed 
in appendix

0% As detailed 
in appendix

Taxi 
Licences

As detailed 
in appendix

0% As detailed 
in appendix

£4000 loss 
of income 
by not 
applying 
RPI

Car-Park 
permits

Medical £10 Remove £0 £80 loss of 
income

Sports As detailed 
in appendix

0% As detailed 
in appendix

£500 loss of 
income by 
not applying 
RPI

Remove 1 
item £25

0% £25

Remove 2 
items £40

0% £40

Bulk Waste

Remove 3 to 
5 items £60

0% £60

Waste bins Replacement 
£30

0% £30

£550 loss of 
income by 
not applying 
RPI

2.5 The other charges detailed in the appendix will be increased by 
inflation, which is in line with our Medium Term Financial Strategy 
(MTFS) planning assumptions.  The variations proposed above will 
cost the Council approximately £6k.  This additional pressure needs to 
be considered in the context of our existing Budget gap for FY2021/22, 
as set out in the Medium Term Financial Strategy (MTFS) of £570k per 
annum over the next three years.  

3.0 Risk Assessment
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3.1 There is a risk to future service provision and the delivery of capital 
programme projects if the Council does not seek to maintain an 
appropriate level of income by reviewing its Fees and Charges.

4.0 Conclusion

4.1 Fees and Charges have been reviewed and the draft amended 
schedule is appended to this report. 

Financial Implications As set out in the report
Legal Implications The Council has power to 

charge for the services set out 
in this report.

Crime and Disorder N/A

Equality and Diversity N/A

Service Improvement Plan N/A

Corporate Plan: N/A
Risk Assessment: Section 3 of the report
Background papers: N/A
Climate Change No direct impact
Appendix Draft Fees and Charges booklet

Lead Officer Gary Morris 


